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for behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all People.” 
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Answer to Thomas continued from page I], 


We have already intimated that the doc- 
trine of an infinite sin, was unknown to the 
ancient Jews, and is no where to be found 
in their writings. The scriptures, so far 
from supporting this idea, directly contra- 
dict it, and inculcate a very different tenet. 
The scriptures speak’ of “ great sins,” 
which would be very improper were sin in- 
finite. The term great is applied to sin 
with an evident object to show its heinous- 
ness. Great is put in opposition to small 
and is used to express the quality of a sub- 
ject. Moses told the Jews that they “ had 
sinred a great sin. Exodus, 32,30. Now 
if Moses wad believed in the infinitude of 
sin, he never would have told the Jews 
that they had committed on a particular 
occasion a great sin for infinity is always 
great. In it there is no degree. 

The scriptures also sneak of cleansing 
men from sin. We should be giad to know 
how inlinity can be cleansed, and how you 
can cleanse aman of infinite im; purity ! 
of an infinity that has neither beginning 
aor ending, height nor depth, that knows 
no bound, that cannot be confined to any 
particular region in the universe. We read 
in the scriptures of “ sins being washed 
away,” and of “ iniquities being blotted 
out,” and unless Thomas possesses talent 
and wisdom suflicient to show us how infi- 
nile sin Can be washed away, and how infi- 
nite iniquity can be blotted out, he must 

admit that the opinion of an infinéte sin is 
founded in error. We will make a suppo- 
sition to further illustrate this idea, and tho’ 
it may appear a little novel, we beg Tho- 
mas to examine it. Suppose then that you 
had an infinite sheet of white paper, and 
this sheet of paper should become blotted 
all over, we. ask ‘Thomas how long he 
thinks it would take a man to extract, by 
some chemical process, the color from this 
paper ? 

What now, we ask, is there in reason or 
scripture upon which to predicate the Wea 
we have examined ? 
ford ita particle ef support. Scripture ex- 
pressly inculcates a different doctrine. It 
also imposes upon mana duty which he 

cannot perform. 








It expressly enjoins per- | 








fect obedience-to its requisitions, and threa- 
tens the soul that does not comply, with 
never ending distress. It demands of man 
that which he is unable to give. It tells 
him to obey an infinite command, and at 
the same time, asserts that he is ‘nothing 
more than a finite being. As well might 
man be infinitely wise, as infinitely wicked. 
As well might you say, that he knows all 
things, as to assert that he is capable of 
committing an infinite crime. As well 
might you clothe him with almighty pow- 
er, and set him at war with his maker. 
However tenacious the advocates of the 

doctrine of an infinite sin may be, they 
have never pretended to believe, that man 
is possessed of a power that will enable 
him to perform a deed infinitely virtuous. 
And why isthis ? Ifman have power to com- 
mit an infinite crime, are we consistent in 
saying, that he is totally incapable of per- 
forming an infinite act of virtue? If we 
say that he can do an infinite act in one 
station and not in another, we divest him 
of .his tnfinite capacity, and tix bounds to 
infinity. When, O! man wilt thou learn 
wisdom ¢ When wilt thou properly ap- 
preciate the wild notions of fanaticism, and 
throw to the winds of heaven, the strange 
epinions and inconsistent doctrines of scho- 
lastic divinily ? ‘Turn, we beseech you 
from the paths of error, and embrace the 
truth that bears the impress of wisdom, and 
is sanctioned hy the asseveration of Jeho- 
vah, Let revelation and reason be a lamp 
to guide you, in your researches, and you 
may rest assured, that the object of your 
wishes will be obtained, and you be ena- 
bled to praise the author and giver of all 
good. 





Remarks on decrees, continued from page 13. 

The creator of all men made his crea- 
tures capable of obtaining subsistence. 
He gave to the reprobate the same facul- 
ties that he conferred upon the e/ert. The 


1 | chesen do not in this ease appear to be 
Reason does not af- | 


more favored. Elect and non-elect are 
possessed of nearly the same physical and 
moral powers. And why, if God intended 
to confer immortal felicity and the pecu- 
liar blessings of heaven on a few, should a 
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memeraive be aitewed a single fecalay in | ceive ihe execcration of every member of 


his present state ? 
God has determined to confer all the bles- 
sings of heaven on a favorite number, in- 
asmuch as he has no where giv en evidence 
to support it. 

The doctrine of particular election and 
reprobation may afford the narrow minded 
self-righteous bigot a momentary satisfac- 
tion, but it cannot be viewed by the phi- 
fanthropist in any other light, than as an 
imposing, cruel, partial and dogmatical 
hypothesis. Ifa council of demons were to 
frame a system of doctrine, they could not 
frame one more congenial to a diabolical 
spirit, than the common notion of election 
and reprobation. What! shall it be said 
that God has forced a countless number of 
intelligencers into being for the express 
purpose of making them miserable to all 
eternity? Shall it be asserted that Jeho- 
vah will crush with the ponderous weight of 
infinite wrath, his own offspring ? Shall 
we assent to the horrid idea, that says God 
will hurl the souls he has "made into the 
flames of anever ending hell? Yes, cal- 
vinists, you tell us that the great God will 
cause millions and millions. of beings he 
has made to welter in an endless volcano. 
You too have denounced, stigmatised and 
tortured your fellow beings for rejecting 
an idea which is repugnant to reason, com- 
mon sense, and revelation. Could you 
find a “ thus saith the Lord” to support 
this doctrine, you might with more propri- 
ety urge itupon man. But, when you can- 
not find a solitary evidence in the scrip- 
tures of truth, to support your partial and 
cruel system, you must not, you shall 
noi, (without being noticed) impose this 
crude notion upon mankind. 

The common doctrine of election is whol- 
ly unfounded in reason. Is it reason- 
able to suppose, that God would bring in- 
telligent beings into this world, (without 
consulting them) on purpose to make them 
miserable eternaliy! Does he delight in 
misery ? Is he the Father of man, and 

vill be make his own offspring miserable 
without end? What earthly parent can 
be found, that would roast his little help 
less, and innocent offspring in a modera 
furnace? And if there should such a mon- 
ster be found, where ts the man that would 
not avoid him as he would the midnight 


assassin? We fearlessly assert, 


lt cannot be true that | community. 
would be held up 








and we} course of a few days, have 


For an act so unnatural! he 
to public contempt. 
And yet it is said that God will roast his 


i children, or some of them, to al! Metal, 


Ww hether. they do right or wrong, and n 
body must be allowed to say any Ring 
about it. Is there any reasonin this? Is 
it reasonable ? Say, ye abettors of this 
horrid idea, is it reasonable, is it just, is it 
goodness to punish God's children with ne- 
ver ending woe!! Behold the God that 
made you, rising in grandeur and with in- 
finite vengeance, crushing you beneath his 
vindictive wrath! See the black abodes 
of demons opening to receive you. Sce 
the flames of your imaginary hades raging 
to devour you. Hear the groans and la- 
mentable shrieks of your fellow creatures, 
aid ask yourselves, if your doctrine is rea- 
onable. We shudder at the thought. We 
recoil at the sight and we exclaim whither, 
O! whither shall we fly to escape the grasp 
ofthis merciless tyrant! Shall we ascend 
into heaven, this being is there. Shall we 
descend into hell, he is there also. Shall 
we take the wings of the morning and fly 
into the uttermost parts of the earth, there 
we shall find him. 
(Lo be continurd) 

Fer the ¢ ospel Inquirer. 

Total depravity.—The doctrine of total 
depravity is considered an essential article 
of faith in the christian church, and one 
too, that must be assenied to, before a per- 
son can gain admittance into a modern 
church, We have some, as we believe, un- 
answerable objections to this opinion, 
which we will state in as concise a - manner 
as possible. 

We find, by recurring to the writings of 
the advocates of this doctrine, that they 
found it upon the fall of man. Before 
we admit all for which our friends contend, 
let us ask, in what cstate was man created ? 
The scriptures inform us, that he was cre- 
ated good and before we can believe that 
man is total/y good for nothing, we must be 
convinced that the scripture. account of 
this subject isincorrect. ‘To say that man 
is good and then deny this fair assertion, is 
to say, that a thing is, and is not at the 
same time. Adam certainly could not 
have been very good, if he could, in the 
transformed 


challenge contradiction, that¢het man, who | his nature so as to make himself total/y 


should be so void of humanity as to burn} bad. 
his child to death, purposely, would re-' 


lie ceriaiuly was not very wire te 
sav the least. 
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Again we are informed, that man was 


made in the image of God. Now we wisii 
io be informed, if this was not virtually 
making man good? Aud also, if the serip- 
tures give any account of Adam’s ever los- 
tne thatimage ? Recollect that our friends 
are particular in referring you to the histo 

ry of transgression for evidence to support 
their theory. We request you to examine 
this history, and see whether you can find a 
shadow of testimony to support their opt- 
pion. The scripture evideuce in favor of 
man’s beiag made in the image of his God, 
is very explicit, and not in the Icast ambi- 


} 


tally incapable of doing good, ‘This, in- 
deed, forms a material part of this tenet. 
The abettors of it tel! us that man ts totally 
incapable of doing ore good deed until he 
is regenerated. This, they say, has beeo 
ihe case ever since man transgressed. If 
this be true, we should be glad to be in- 
formed wherein consists the justice aud 
goodness in commanding mau to be goed : 
Will you command man to be holy, when 
he cannot be? Will you punish him for 
not conforming to the requisition of the 
Lord, when he is incapable of doing so, on 
account of adam’s transgresston ? Were 
this opinion true, namely ; that man is to- 
tally depraved, man would not, could not 
be considered an accountable being. He 
does just as fate has ordained he shall do. 
He cannot do otherwise. Now, will you 
say, he shall be punished always because 
he does not do that which he cannot do? 
It would be unjust, it would be cruel. 


DEMAS. 


ruous. 
ke ® 4 
If men are fotally depraved, they are to- 





Minutes and Circular of the western associ- 
ation of Universalists, in the state of New- 
York for 1823. 

‘The ministers, messengers and delegates 
constituting the western association of Uni- 
versalists, assembled in the school-house at 
Fly-Creek, town of Otsego, according to 
adjournment the past year, on Wednesday 
morning, June 4, 1823; and opened the 
council with solemn prayer by brother Un- 
derwood. 

Organization of the Council. 

1. Appointed brother N. Stacy, mode- 
ratory and brothers S. R. Smith and Pitt 
Morse, clerks. 

2. The credentials of the delegates, and 
churches and societies were read ; which 
gave us the pleasing intelligence, tha!, not- 
vithstanding all opposition, believers ge- 
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nerally stand firm in the “ faith once de- 
livered to the saints,” and many have been 
added to tuctr number the year past. 

3. Received requests from societies re- 
cently formed in the village of Little Fails, 
and Salisbury, Herkimer county, &Ounon- 
daga, Onondaga co. ; and Waiton, Dela- 
ware co. to be received into fellowship with 
this association, 

Voted to grant said requests. 

4: Appointed Brs. N. Staey, 5S. Jones 
and E. Ferris, a commitiee to take into 
consideration, the propriety of granting let- 
ters of fellowship, or ordination on request 
made during this session, and rep6rt their 
proceedings threon forthwith. 

5. Order of public service on Wednesday. 

* Morning Exercise. 

Br. 5. R. Smith introductory prayer. 

J.S. Fiagler, sermon, text. My. xx. 7. 

N. Siacy, concluding prayer. 

Afternoon exercises. 

Br. H. Roverts, introductory prayer, 

i. Whitnell tst sermon, Isa. Ixvi. 18. 

P. Morse, sermon, Gen. ili. 24. 

G. B. Lisher, concluding prayer. 

6. After public worship, the council re« 
sumed business, and after attending for a 
season to the incumbent duties of the asso- 
ciation, adjourned to meet on Thursday 
morning 7 o’clock.—Prayer by Br. Green. 

Thursday morning, convened agreeably 
to adjcurnment, and opened council with 
prayer by Br. S. A. Skeele. 

7. The committee, appointed to consi- 
der all applications for fellowship, and or- 
dination reported in favor of giving letters 
of fellowship to Brs. Benjamin Hickox and 
Ezra S. Goodwin, as preachers of the ever- 
lasting Gospel; and conferring ordination 
on Brs. Amos Reed, Arthur Field and Hen- 
ry Roberts. 

The association accepted the report, 
and proceeded to give letters, and ordi- 
nation accordingly. 


8 Received requests from a number of 


societies for the organization of branch as- 
sociations in the following places, viz. 
One in Cayuga county and its vicinity, to 
be called the “ Cayuga 4ssociation,” and 
one in Jefferson counly and its Vicinity, to 
be called the “ Black River Associalion,” 
and one in Chenanzo county, and its vicin 
ity to be called the * Chenango /ssocia 
tion.” | 

fesotved, That it is proper to organi: 
such associations ; and consequently pr 
ceeded to appoint visiting commiitecs, 
Brs, Stacy, Ackley, ty Pou 
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to attend the Chenzngo association on the | 


first Wednesday and ‘Thursday in Sep- 
tember next, at Oxford. S. R. Smith, 
Miles and Jones to attend the Cayuga as- 
sociation on the second ‘Thursday and I'ri- 
day in Sept. next. Brothers S. R. Smith, 
Jones and Lisher to attend the Black 


River Association on the second Wednes- | 


day and Thursday in October next. 

9. Voted, that brothers Stacy, Skeele. 
Whitnell and Ackley be a committee to at- 
tend the Genesee Association on the dth 
Wednesday and Thursday in Sept. nex!, at 
Pittsford, Ontario county. 

10. Qrder of public service on Thurs- 
day. 

Morning facreis:s. 

Brother Stacy introductory prayer. 

Br. Jones, Sermon—-} Pet. iil. 15. P. 
Morse conluding prayer. 

Afternoon exercises, 

Including the ordinstiou of 
brethren before named. . 

Brother Underwood, introductory pray- 
er. 

S. R. Smith,—sermon, 1! Tim. iv. 16. 

Green, Cousecrating prayer. 

Stacy, delivery of scriptures, and charge. 

Joues, right hand of fellowship, 

Skecle, concluding prayer. 

11. After public worship, resumed busi- 
ness, and 

Reselved, That a committee be appoint- 
ed to digest and report to the next associ- 
ation, an entire history in one book, of the 
proceedings of this body from its com- 
mencement to the present time. 

Therefore, appointed brothers Stacy, 
S. R. ars and Lisher, the said commit- 
tee. On receiving a request from 
poe Edwin Ferris, to withdraw from 
the connexion of the western association, 
not abandoning his faith in universal salva- 
tion, nor the duties of the ministry, but on 
account of minor differences of opinion. 
And whereas, nothing appeared against the 
moral, or relig riOUS deporime nt of Br. Fer- 
ris, Ther tng resolved, that this associa- 
tion has no power, nor inclination to re- 
tain brother Ferris contrary to his wish, or 
the dictates of his own conscience. 

13 Appointed Brs. Underwood, Stacy, 
and Miles, a committee of discipline for the 
year ensuing. 

14. Voted, that brother Stacy prepare 
the Minutes for publication, and accoupa- 


the three 


ny them with a circular ; and that 1,500! 
me from its frst or 


copies be printed. 
Voted, that J 


this association be ad- 





recone 


to meet in Madison, county of 
Madison, the first Wednesday and ‘fhurs- 


| day in June, 1824. 


; 
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Brother Miles returned thanks. and the 


| council adjourned. 


N. Sracy, mederater. 

. R.Sxiru and Pivt Morse, clerks. 
me icles In Connexion, 66 
represented by delegates, 2! 


Churches in Fellowship, 12 





Names and Residence of Preachers. 
PRESENT. 
William Underwoed, Lite! field. —Nathan- 
bel Stacy, Hamilton. —Seth Jones, Augusta. 
Stephen R. Sinnh, C linton.——Sitey, hen 
Miles, do.—Jsane Whitnel, Marcellus 
Pitt Morse, Watertown,——Arthur F ield, 
New-Berlia —Giiver Ac kte ey, Hamilton. 
Job Potter, do.—Ceorge } « isher, Little 
Malls—Samucl A. Skeele, ‘Stee n. —John 
S. Flagler, Scipio; Amos Reed? 'armers- 
ville; Henry Roberis, Auburn; Asa 
Priest, Vermont state; Archelaus Green, 
Virgil ; Nathaniel Smith, Albany ; 
CANDIDATES. 
Benjamin Hickox, ? 


» Line ‘ating. 
Ezra S$. Goodwin. § 


ABS EN’ . 


Cornelius G, Person, Richland ; Amos 
Crandal, Waterford, "Pe Dn. 5 Salmes Ad- 
AMS 5 Thomas Gross, Bulla!o ;  Liscomb 


Koapp, Brighton ; Calvin Morton, Mar- 
ray ; Andrew V andenburgh, Pompey ; J. 
Foster, do. ; Stephen Cook, Hadley ; dL. 
Pitts, Danby ; Lewis Beers, do. ; ; Ho! lis 
Sampson, Alexander ; Alfred Peck; Da- 


nie! Upson, Danville ; - Gowdy,W ester’: . 
Caleb , odd, Chetaucue. 
Monies received for printing, $21 
Do. Pand oul, 17 
“ 
Do. Remaining, 4 


Cincuratine Letrer ror 1823. 
The Western Association of Universal- 
ists in annual session in Otsego, county 
of Otsego, June 4ih, and Sth, 1823 ;—to 
the several churche., societies and indivi- 
duals in fellowship, and to all ef every sect, 
order and denomimiaticn to whom this epis- 
tie shall come 5 wishing.grace, merey and 
peace from God our Father, and frem the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 
Dearly beloved in the Loid, 

With renewed sensations of gratitude 
God, we present to you the doings of the 
western association, on the eighteemh ses- 
By which 
ou will learn that an increased number of 


rah uentenne 
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rai inistering bret hren pinata 1d :—that four | ministering brethee ‘n, and a number of be- 


new sucities were added to the association ; 
two brethren, who have recently wanlel 
into the labors of the universal husbanl- 
man, not thro’ the instrumentality of thco- 
logical seminaries, bat under the divine 
tuition of him, who teaches not for doctrine 
the commandments of men, but who teaches, 
aud * speaketh as never man spake,” re- 
ceived letters of fellowship ; three breth- 
ren received ordination,—and three new 
branch associations weve established with 
in the former limits of this association. 


The business of the council was conducl- | 


ed with that candor, christian charity and 
affection which should ever characterize 
the disciples of our divine Master. Our 
brethren who who were called to the desk, 
spoke with the demonstration of the spirit, 
and with power ; while, as if to consem- 
mate our felicity on this happy occasion, a 
numerous auditory, consisting of, at least, 
between two and three thousand, gave un- 
wearied and devout attention to the word, 
Brethren,—You feel unspeakably inter- 
ested in the promulgation of that truth 
which has happified your souls, and made 
them free. What then can fill your mind, 
with more delightful sensations, and raise 
your souls with more sincere exercises of 
gratitude to the beneficent author of our 
religion, than to retrospect fora few mo- 
ments, and compare our infancy in this 
part of the heritage of our Lord, with tie 
present state of the Universal church ? 
But a few years have elapsed since the 


seed of this blessed hope was first sown | 


in these parts through the instrumentali- 
ty of the preached word. Eighteen years 
ago this season, the feeble instrument who 
now has the honor of addressing you, first 
visited this western country. But a soli- 
tary sociely, organized the preceding year, 
and three mimstering brethren, (myself 
making a t! ‘ird 5) exclusive of the city of 
N. York, were all that could be mustered 
in this state. Our labors were indefatiga- 
ble amidst conflicting, and to every being 
except those who were able to trust in the 
living God who is the Saviour of all men, 
discourtging scenes. And altho’ some ex- 
trensely unpleasant events took place, 
which shortly afterwards loped off one from 
our little connexion, still the truth gradu- 
ally teok in the minds of some, and an ¢ci- 
larged oe i fur laborers began to open. 
in July, that season, we appointed, and 
held a’ conf rence in the town of Burling- 
con, county of Otsego>in which our few 


| 
gy of ker own power ; 











lievers from the adjacent towns assembled. 
And seeing the want of laborers in this 
part of the vineyard of our Lord, we unan- 
imously agreed to apply to the general con- 
vention of New-England for a visiting 
committee to meet with us the next year, 
and assist in organizing an association in 
this region. Our prayer was heard. And 
the June following, we met in the town of 
Columbus as an association, for the first 
lime in the state of N. YY. A small con- 
gregation attended. No consecrated dome 
opened its gilded doors for our reception ; 
but the verdurous foilage of the forest coen- 
stituted our canopy, and the trunks and 
fragments of fallen trees our seats. There 
we listened with a rapture never before re- 
alized by us, to a dispensation of the 
word of life. Our eastern brethren* ja- 
boured, and their labors were not in vain. 
The spark took, the flame began to enkin- 
dle, and the truth to triumph. And altho’ 
her progress has not been attended with 
that rapidity that characterizes an awake- 
ning, founded upon the fermentation of 
heated passions, yet she has walked forth 
in the majesty of her strength, and borne 
down all opposition, (for every thing has 
been opposed to her that the ingenuity of 
the carnal mind could inveut,) not by 
dint of human literature, nor the strong 
hand of civil authority, but by the ener- 
till she staris, a gi- 
ant, putting “ to flight the armies of the 
aliens ?” Where then you saw three soci- 
eties, (for three were all that were repre- 
sented in the first association,) you now 
see not only three score and six, for this 
excludes the numerous societies belonging 


to the Genesee branch, but you may look. 


farther west, & south, and see in the state 
of Qhio, societies, churches and asso- 
ciations, and even in Indiana and other 
states, societies arising in rapid succession ! 
With this view before us, who, among us, 
but must feel their hearts glow with those 
sincere exercises of gratitude to “ the au- 
thor and finisher of our faith,” which shall 
stimulate to a renewed resolution to perse- 
vere, by divine grace, in the he avenly 
calling ? Not only in‘holding fast the pro- 
fession of our faith without wavering, bet 
in adhering inflexibly to the 1. fe-giving pre- 
cepis of our divine Redeemer. For in vain, 
brethren, do we recommend the excellency 
of our religion to the world, While our 
daily deportment shows a total indifference 


* Hf. Ballou, P. Dean, aod J. Flacg 
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22 
to its sacred i injunctions. If you wish, shen, 
to see the universal spread of the gospel of 
life show that there is a divine reality ia it. 
Practice that self-denial, that forbearance, 
that unanimity among yourselves 3, that cha- 
rity, and love tow ard enemies and all man- 
kind which it demands, and you will ex- 
hibit to the world that it makes man hap- 
py, and they will receive it. 

Brethren, in the ministry, while your 





hands are made strong, and your hearts ! 


glad, bythe increase of your numbers : 
while the opposers of the doctrine you in- 
culcate recede from an ingenuons contest, 
enabling you to take the field in triumph ; 
be affectionately admonished ever to re- 
collect from whence your help comes, and 
whence our victory is obtained. It is not 
because you are men of more profound 
crudition, of superior natura! endowments, 
or more scrutinizing discernment; but be- 
cause God has been pleased to give you an 
understanding of his truth: evincing the 
divine authenticity of that sound testimony, 
“the race is not to the swift nor the bat- 
tle to the strung.”” Therefore be humble. 
Let not the enemy get an advantage over 
you by inflating your vanity, or pufling 
you up with spiritual pride. Rejoice not 
over a falling enemy, “ but rather rejoice 
that your names are written in heaven ;” 
and that you discover salvation equally 
sure to all our race. Study to maintaina 
meck and quiet spirit. Treat with be- 
coming tenderness all who oppose you ; 
and by a “ patient continuance in well do- 
tag,” put to silence the tongue of slander. 

To those who are wavering, to those who 
are secking, and to those who feel essen- 
tially opposed to the doctrines we embrace, 
we would simply observe, in the fear of 
God ; that the great object of our pur- 
Suit is truru. We would not embrace 
error ourselves, nor invite others there- 
unto. But after a faithful and prayerful 
investigation, we are fully persuaded of 
the truth of what we declare ; and of its 
saluiary and happifying influence upon 
mankind. We aifectionately, then invite 
you to a dispassionate examination. Ifyou 
have no interest in supporting error, and 
we are well persuaded you can have no 
genuine interest, why shrink from expos- 
lug your sentiments fos public investiga- 
tion? If you are honest seekers after 


truth, why unwilling to examine all things, 
prove all things, that you may * hold fast 
that which is “good | vw 
friends, 


Permit us, dear 
to exhort you, for re sale of your 
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_| dearest interest, your nave good, to give the 
sentiments. you Have espoused, as well as 
all others pres ‘ented to you,a close and 
critical examination. prayerfully wane 
‘them with the divine word. And we 
‘aly believe you will be saline d, 
be enabted to rejoice in the full assurance, 
that God will * gather together in one all 
things in Christ 5 both which are in heay- 
en, and which are on earth, even in hina.” 

fenally,— Brethren, sisters and fiiends, 
may Gol be graciously pleased to direct 
us all by the spirit of ‘he avenly wisd 


Inge 
fi and 
i 





iom, 

while in this tabernacle and give us, at last 

“a seat among them that are sanctified. 
Anen. “By order, 


NATHANIEL STACY. 
NOTICE 


Is hereby given, that the General Con- 
vention of Universalists of the New-E: ny 
land states and others, will be holden iw 
the village of Clinton, town of Paris, and 
county of Oneida, N. Y. on the third 
Wednesday aad Thursday in September 
next. 

silitineii 
From the Boston U, Magazivre. 
A DREAS 

** The prophet that hath a dream, let him tell a 

dream,”’ 

Having devoted some time to the serious 
contemplation of weighty subjects, which 
relate toa hereafter state, about which our 
learned clergy so much preach and con- 
verse, and about which there is so much 
concern among the good people of these 
U. States—and having contemplated the 
means which are practised to procure mo- 
ney for the purpose of saving the souls of 
the heathen from the divine vengeance, in 
the next world, | became fatigued with 
the multitude of thoughts, when sleep gen. 
tly drew the curtain of forgetfulness over 
me, leaving my imagination free to wan- 
der as the multitude of subjects previously 
contemplated, might lead, when reason and 
judgment had become dormant. 

The first scene which arrested my atten- 
tion, was a vast host of clergymen, dres-ed 
in superfine, soft raiment ; showing, by 
their countenances, tha! neither the s#ann, 
vor the vine was their siep-mother. ‘These 
were busily employed in going fr ym house 
to house, and with the moot pitiful visage 
| and plaintive voices, were begging ork 

the rich and the poor, i simple; 
every farthing possible, 
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of millions of people, 





nany thousand miles |! 


off. could be saved from the vindictive ven- | 


veance of their Creator and Preserver, by 
means of these donations. I saw these 
clergy go into kitchens and beg money of 
maids, who labour hard fora small pittance 
—and their language was so plaintive, so 
softening, and the hearts of those laborious 
females were so tender, and quick of sen- 
sibility, that these beggars actually suc- 
ceeded in obtaining no small proportion 
of their earnings. I was so affected at this 
sight, that I wept; for tho’ it was a dream 
yet reason was enough in exercise to assist 
in reflecting, that those clergy were richly 
dressed, and plentifully fed, while their 
bands were as delicate as the hand of an 
infant, not being stiffencd or hardened by 
labor; but the poor, industrious maids were 
in mean apparel, and their hands and fin- 
gers were so stiff, that they could but awk- 
wardly put their hard earned shillings into 
ihe delicate hands of these ministers. 

1 saw likewise these beggars go to little 
children and plead with them to drink cof- 
.fee and tea without sugar, and get their pa- 
rents to give them as many cents a week, 
as their sugar would cost that they might 
lay it out in saving the souls of men from 
the vengeance of God. Indignation now 





prevented my tears. I could not suppress 
iny resentment. I thought I stepped up to 
one of these orthodox beggars, and told 
him plainly and directly, that I really be- 
lieved him to be a rank deceiver and hypo- 
crite.—He stared ine in the face, and I him 
in his as sternly. Ina moment I broke the 
silence, and asked him whether-he was not 
ashamed to deprive little children of those 
agreeable relishes, which the kind God of 
naiure had rendered both palatable and 
nourishing ? The ghostly hypocrite be- 
gan to mutter over some incoherent senten- 
ces respecting saving the immortal souls of 
the heathen from going to hell ; when I in- 
terrupted him, and asked him to show me 
his authority for pretending that the eter- 
nal welfare of immortal souls depended on 
a’little money which he could get from the 
hand of hard labor, or from tea and coffee 
cups of little innocent children ? His 
countenance now fell, and he cast his eyes 
toward the ground, as if he felt guilty. I 
improved the moment and the occasion to 
draw his attention to another question. | 
asked him what he meant by the dlasphem- 
ous pretension of saving souls from the vin- 





dictive wrath of God, which pretension 
supposed that God, the Creator and Pre-'! 
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server of men, was their deadly enemy, 
and that he and bis brother beggars were 
engaged in saving mea from the enmity of 
God. 

As is usual in dreams, this scene seem- 
ed to vanish ; when | saw the clergy, with 
each a bag in his hand, with the following 
label, Missionary Rag Bag. I saw them 
travelling from place to place, begging rags 
of every person they met ; pleading with 
tears in their eyes, as if they were in agony, 
saying thata few rags might be the means, 
by the blessing of God, of saving an im- 
mortal soul from the divine wrath to all 
eternity. I dreamed that women and chil- 
dren were so moved with these entreaties, 
that they searched their houses, from gar- 
ret to cellar, to find RAGS to save immor- 
tal souls! As I seemed to muse on this 
scene, I recollected the following words— 
Rev. i. 5. “ Unto him that loved us, and 
washed us from our sins in his own blood.” 
Within myself I then reflected ; what has 
money or what has rags to do in the work 
of man’s eternal salvation? Lalso recol- 
lected the words of Peter to Simon : Acts 
viii. 20,‘ Thy money perish with thee, 
because thou hast thought that the gift of 
God may be purchased with money.” Such 
were the emotions of pity for my deceived 
fellow mortals and of indignation towards 
these deceivers, that I awoke ; and behold 
it was a dream. H. B. 





Strange perversion of terms. 


In the “ Christian Journal,”’ published 
in the city of New-York, is contained a 
a biographical skeich of the ‘ Life of the 
Rt. Rev. Joseph Butler, L. L. D. late 
Lord Bishop’ of Durham.” In page 324 
it is declared, that ‘“* His denevolence was 
warm, generous, and diffusive.” To prove 
which, it is immediately added, ‘“ While 
he was bishop of Bristol, he expended, 
in repairing and improving the Episco- 
pal Palace £4000!! He set apart three 
days every week for the reception and’ 
entertainment of the principal gentry of 
the country !!!”’—IJn an old book, called 
the Bible, is the following exhortation : 
“ Bring the poor that are cast out of thy 
house. When thou seest the naked, that 
thou cover him ” ‘To “ draw’ out thy 
soul fo the hungry, and satisfy the afflicted 
soul.” What do you call this ? Is this 
Bexevolence? If so, imitate the Bible 
and and not the Lord Bishop, 
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FOR THE INQUIRER. 
FUTURITY. 
Tiow dreadful ‘tis to view the day 
Which shuts these mortal eyes, 
Fo haste where time shall waste away, 


Where souls shall burn and not decay, 
Where anguish never dies ; 


There bound in flames of living fire, 
We pray, but pray in vain, 

No more our God feels kind desire, 

With death our last faint hopes expire. 
We’re lost in endless pain ; 


And is itso? Hath Jesus di’d 
To save his creature man ? 
Who, suff’ring for poor sinners, eri’d 
** Father, forgive,” while they deride, 
Shall mortals spoil the plan ? 


Forbid it justice, mercy, love, 
And all ye pow‘rs that dwell, 

In heaven’s eternal arch above, 

Whose word the mighty scheme shall prove, 
Whose glory none can tell. 


Unerring wisdom marks the way 
And forms the plan divine, 

Draws sinful man, so prone to stray, 

And points to that eternal day 
Where saints in glory shine. 


Praise be to Him, who reigns on high, 
That power divinely fair ; 

And when these earthly bodies die 

Love animates the soul to fly 

‘Wind live in glory there, i. 
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he FOR THE G, INQUIRER. 


EVENING. 


Now let us join in grateful lays, 
And sing to God a song of praise ; 
jn rapt’rous notes we‘ll bail the eve, 
Recount the blessings we receive ; 


O. bless the Lord who did us form, 

And shelters us from heat and storm ; 

His goodness shines through boundle.s space, 
For all the sons of Adam‘s race, 


Our Saviour God is boundless love, 
© bow the heavens from above, 
Gently, permit thy tender care, 
To banish every creature-fear, 


And when from cares our eyes we close 
in mercy grant us sweet repose ; 
Preserve our spirits till we rise, 

And hail the morn with sacrifice. 


Each rising day, direct our feet, 
To walk the way to ziou's gate; 
Direct our minds to soar the road 
To the bright palace of our God. 


O, may the race of adam ‘know . 
To worship thee is peace below : 
May all by blest experience find 
That thou art merciful and kind. 


When time no more shall us detain, 

Our flesh shall turn to dust agaia ; 

Our spirits mount on wings above, 

And sing the praise of boundless Love. 
COTTON. 
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iN — ie 
ANECDOFES. 

A very strenuous opposer of the univer 
sal grace of God, remarked toa belicver in 
this doctrine, that Universal salvation is a 
very pleasing doctrine to the devil ; that 
he preached it to Adam and Eve in the gar 
den of Eden ; and that he has always lik. 
ed to have it preached ever since. To 
this the deferdant replied,—Now, sir, you 
be proxy for the devil, and 1 will preach 
Universa] Salvation to you, and we will 
see if it pleases you. Saying this he ad- 
dressed him as follows: You have a great 
many folks, and it makes you feel very 
proud. The ministers speak much in your 
praise, by telling the people you will have 
the major part of mankind at last ; which 
flatters you very much. But [ tell you, 
you will have to come down. Jesus Christ 
will deprive you of your boasted proper- 
ty: he willdeliver from your chairs, the 
last son of Adam that is held in your do- 
minion: he will bruise your head and 
be your destruction. Does ali this arg 
you? Does it gratify your feelings, 
think you must lose all your slaves, int 
be destroyed yourself? On hearing this 
preaching, the man soon replied to his 
friend, 1’Ul not be your devil any longer. 


The Rev. Dr. S of 





. once met 


,aneighbor on Monday, whom he had no- 


liced at his meeting twice on the prece- 
ding day. Well,” said the Doctor, 
“how did you like me yesterday ?” * Why, 

to tell the truth, said Mr. D. in the morn- 

ing you did very well ; but, inthe aiter- 
noon you spoiled the whole, “QO,” an- 
swered the Doctor, “we, ministers, are 
like tavern-keepers, who keep all sorts of 
liquors to suit their custemers ! !”? This was 
certainly a true dill as regarded his con- 
duct, and how far it is a general truth, is 
left for those to decide, who very often 
hear preachers commence with pure, rank 
John Calvinism, and finish with the 4r- 
minian cant of * the calls and invitations,’ 
and the “can be saved if we will,” be- 
cause the offer is free forall. | From such 
* grace and works,” in the matter of our 
salvation, | would say with earnestness, 
** Good Lord deliver us-” 
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